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SUBJECT: RESUMED 3 1ST UNGA 

1 . WHILE THE RECONVENING OF THE RESUMED 3 1ST UNGA IS NOT 
A POREGONE CONCLUSION, WE BELIEVE IT IS HIGHLY LIKELY. 

WE UNDERSTAND THAT A NUMBER OP DEVELOPING COUNTRIES ARE 
TALKING ABOUT A RENEWED SESSION IN JUNE OR JULY. PROM THE 
UNITED STATES PERSPECTIVE, HOWEVER, WE RELIEVE IT WOULD 
BE MUCH BETTER TO RESUME THE SESSION JUST PRIOR TO THE 
OPENING OF THE REGULAR 32ND GENERAL ASSEMBLY SEPTEMBER 20. 

A SEPTEMBER SESSION MAKES SENSE IN TERMS OP LOGISTICS, 

THE AVAILABILITY OP KEY OPPICIALS AND OVERALL COSTS. 

CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 102138 


2. THERE IS ALSO A GOOD CASE TO BE MADE POR A RESUMED 
3 1ST UNGA IN SEPTEMBER IN VIEW OF THE FULL SCHEDULE OF 
UPCOMING HIGH-LEVEL UN MEETINGS WHICH WILL PLACE A STRAIN 
ON UN PACILITIES IN NEW YORK AND GENEVA AS WELL. THE LAW 
OP THE SEA CONFERENCE WILL TIE UP THE NEW YORK CONPERENCE 
PACILITIES MAY 23 TO JULY 15. WHILE A RESUMED SESSION 
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MIGHT POSSIBLY BE HELD IN GENEVA, THE USE OF THE FACILITIES 
THERE WOULD BE RESTRICTED BY THE 63RD ECOSOC WHICH MEETS 
FROM JULY 5 TO AUGUST 6. A MINISTERIAL MEETING OE THE 
UNCTAD TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT BOARD IS ALSO LIKELY TO BE 
HELD THIS YEAR. THE UNCTAD SECRETARIAT HAS PROPOSED THE 
MINISTERIAL TDB BE HELD SEPTEMBER 5-9 IN GENEVA AND WE 
HAVE AGREED TO ACCEPT THESE DATES. THERE IS ALSO THE CON- 
SIDERATION THAT A RESUMED SESSION IN GENEVA WOULD NOT HAVE 
THE DRAMATIC IMPACT AND MEDIA COVERAGE OF A NEW YORK 
SESSION. 

3. WE ALSO HAVE THE SUCCESSEUL PRECEDENT OF THE UNGA 7TH 
SPECIAL SESSION WHICH MET DURING THE TWO WEEKS JUST 
BEEORE THE 30TH UNGA IN SEPTEMBER 1975. HOLDING THE 
RESUMED 31ST UNGA BACK-TO-BACK WITH THE REGULAR SESSION 
WOULD BE LIKELY TO ENSURE MORE MINISTERIAL REPRESENTATION 
THAN A SHORT, ISOLATED RUMP SESSION. 

4. BECAUSE THE FINAL DECISION ON THE DATE AND VENUE OF 
THE RESUMED 3 1ST UNGA WILL PROBABLY BE MADE BY THE CLOSE 
OF THE CIEC MINISTERIAL JUNE 1, WE RELIEVE THERE IS SOME 
URGENCY IN AMBASSADOR LEONARD DRAWING ON THE ABOVE TO 
BEGIN CONSULTATIONS WITH WALDHEIM, AMERASINGHE, AS 
PRESIDENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, AND AMBASSADOR AKHUND, 
AS CHAIRMAN OF THE G-77, AS WELL AS REPRESENTATIVES OE THE 
WEOS AND LDCS HE CONSIDERS APPROPRIATE. VANCE 
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FOLLOWING TELEGRAM EROM SECSTATE WASHDC DATED MAY 5, 1977 
SENT USUN NEW YORK INEO GENEVA IS REPEATED TO YOU: QUOTE 
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A EOREGONE CONCLUSION, WE BELIEVE IT IS HIGHLY LIKELY. 

WE UNDERSTAND THAT A NUMBER OE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES ARE 
TALKING ABOUT A RENEWED SESSION IN JUNE OR JULY. EROM THE 
UNITED STATES PERSPECTIVE, HOWEVER, WE BELIEVE IT WOULD 
BE MUCH BETTER TO RESUME THE SESSION JUST PRIOR TO THE 
OPENING OF THE REGULAR 32ND GENERAL ASSEMBLY SEPTEMBER 20. 
A SEPTEMBER SESSION MAKES SENSE IN TERMS OE LOGISTICS, 
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THE AVAILABILITY OF KEY OEEICIALS AND OVERALL COSTS. 

2. THERE IS ALSO A GOOD CASE TO BE MADE EOR A RESUMED 
3 1ST UNGA IN SEPTEMBER IN VIEW OF THE FULL SCHEDULE OF 
UPCOMING HIGH-LEVEL UN MEETINGS WHICH WILL PLACE A STRAIN 
ON UN EACILITIES IN NEW YORK AND GENEVA AS WELL. THE LAW 
OE THE SEA CONFERENCE WILL TIE UP THE NEW YORK CONEERENCE 
EACILITIES MAY 23 TO JULY 15. WHILE A RESUMED SESSION 
MIGHT POSSIBL BLY BE HELD IC GENEVA, THE USE OE THE EACILITIES 
THERE WOULD BE RESTRICTED BY THE 63RD ECOSOC WHICH MEETS 
FROM JULY 5 TO AUGUST 6. A MINISTERIAL MEETING OF THE 
UNCTAD TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT BOARD IS ALSO LIKELY TO BE 
HELD THIS YEAR. THE UNCTAD SECRETARIAT HAS PROPOSED THE 
MINISTERIAL TDB BE HELD SEPTEMBER 5-9 IN GENEVA AND WE 
HAVE AGREED TO ACCEPT THESE DATES. THERE IS ALSO THE CON- 
SIDERATION THAT A RESUMED SESSION IN GENEVA WOULD NOT HAVE 
THE DRAMATIC IMPACT AND MEDIA COVERAGE OE A NEW YORK 
SESSION. 

3. WE ALSO HAVE THE SUCCESSFUL PRECEDENT OE THE UNGA 7TH 
SPECIAL SESSION WHICH MET DURING THE TWO WEEKS JUST 
BEFORE THE 30TH UNGA IN SEPTEMBER 1975. HOLDING THE 
RESUMED 31ST UNGA BACK-TO-BACK WITH THE REGULAR SESSION 
WOULD BE LIKELY TO ENSURE MORE MINISTERIAL REPRESENTATION 
THAN A SHORT, ISOLATED RUMP SESSION. 

4. BECAUSE THE EINAL DECISION ON THE DATE AND VENUE OE 
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THE RESUMED 3 1ST UNGA WILL PROBABLY BE MADE BY THE CLOSE 
OF THE CIEC MINISTERIAL JUNE 1, WE RELIEVE THERE IS SOME 
URGENCY IN AMBASSADOR LEONARD DRAWING ON THE ABOVE TO 
BEGIN CONSULTATIONS WITH WALDHEIM, AMERASINGHE, AS 
PRESIDENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, AND AMBASSADOR AKHUND, 

AS CHAIRMAN OF THE G-77, AS WELL AS REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 
WEOS AND LDCS HE CONSIDERS APPROPRIATE. VANCE UNQUOTE 
CHRISTOPHER 
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